Uirw, q eure hilo 
AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH 


JERUSALEM AND BAGHDAD 







ARCHAEOLOGICAL NEWSLETTER 






Not for publication 















Newsletter #7,. 1949-50 Sinai, April 23, 1950. 





Todny some of us made a pilgrimage to the cell of Jolin Climacis, >erhaps the most 
noted of Sinxite monks cf all the centvries, <A two-hour walk threcch sand and - - 
over rock took ug through the Wady ed-Deir and over a pass into exncther wady, 
rugged and rocky, There the course of a stream is marked by 2 lines of trees the 
length of the wady, The vilzrinis trail is readily followed alons the side of 

the mountain, past a refroshing pool, and finally up a steep rock cliff that 

would have easured isolation, We edged our wey first into an outer cave of 
perilous covcring,’it seemcd, which serves as 2a vestibule to the =xin room. 
Crouching very low, we entcred a large, square room with man-mide stone walls and 
a vast rocky roof which scems now to be resting upon the walls, E-ssides the low 
door there were 2 few small niches tha. might once have held 2 fowr books, It secms 
that the floor of the cave has filled up highcr thrceugh the centurics, making the 
door and windows even lower than usual in such caves, Thcre ere many hermit caves 
in these mountzins, usually smaller and simpler than this onc, ans tradition holds 
that thousands of monks lived about here in the Middle Ages. A fcw weeks ago, in 
the library at St. Catherine's, I came upon a Greek manuscript tit had: bcen 
written by a Sinaitic monk, He added a colophon at the end of his work, stating 
that the book had been copicd in the cell of John Climacus, 
















Here at the monastery we are almost incormunicado, Fven in Cairo, or in Jerusa- 
lem, many letters coming or going have been lost; but at the monrstery there is 
no miil, During our stay here occasional visitors have carried back our letters 
to post, end the’ first thing we do back in Cairo is to call at the American 
Embassy for mail,Qne air-maiil letter was really dvlivered at the Monastery, by 
camel post, It wis damped at Cairo, Isiailin, Gaza, and Suez, was sent by boat 
southward through the canal end gulf to ct-Tor near the tip of Sinai, and was 
carried through the desert for two dsys by camel, A month after it was’written 
this air-letter was delivered xt St. Catherine's, It came from Budapest, from 
Bernhard von Back, who at cighty is the sole survivor of 2 similar expedition to 
Sinai in the summer of 1914, Other members were Bernhard iioritz as leader, Carl 
Schmidt in charge of Greek MSS, and Sigmund Réhrer as photographer and artist. 
After four months of work, they departed as ‘orld War I begen, and were forced to 
leave at Suez all their notes and 10,000 5x7 photographs, Later these were all 
burned - 2 tragic end to a laborious venture, 
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It hes now been alnost four months since our first trip from Jerusalem to Sinai, 
just after Christmas. We had already been at work since early November on manu- 
scripts in Jerusalem, The Libr=rv of Congress photogrephcr flew into Damascus 

on November 6, with on air-freight lond of half a ton of camcras and other’ photo- 
graphic equipment, A generator cai ‘rom New York by bont with the Kelsos, and 
arrived in Jerusalem 2t the same time as the cameras, Immediately the intensive 
progrem at the Greek Patriarchal librsiy begsn, and by Christm.s we had completed 
similar work at the Armenian’ Patrisrchate, in those weeks at Jerusalem selected 
lists of manuscripts - Grock, Armenian, Georgian, Syricc, and Arabic = totaling 
186 (mostly New Testament text) were complctely recorded on microfilm, Over 1000 
miniatures were photogr-phed on 4x5 film, 
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When we completed the werk it was already Christmas Eve, The cameras and generator 
were packed away at 6 P.M. and after a hurricd dinner tne staff set out for Bethle- 
hem to attend the various services which lasted until 3 A.M. We enjoyed a fine 
Christm.s dinner at the School, and then began to prepare for the next assignment 

in Sinai, A more extensive project there had been set up by the American Founda- 
tion for the Study of Mon, and the Schools had agreed to lend the Annual Professor 
and New Testament Fellow. ‘So with the Library of Congress photographer and all 

his camera equipment, wo rushed off to Amman on December 27, only to sit impatiently 
in the Philadelphia Hotel while it rained for three days. Telephone lines were ° 
down and we could inform no one about the delay, either in Jerusalem or in Cairo, 


Finally on December 30 we’took off in two little Rapidé biplanes of the Arab Air- 
ways, with British pilots, lamding in Cairo abeut noor. Ceiro was to remain our 
base for Longe’ than we planned, for the work at St. Catherine! S$ was to continue 
over the next five montnas, 





May 29, 1950. 
We have now returned to the Schocl in Jerusalem, and may reecaintithe events connect- 
ed with the most unusual chotcgraphic project ever undertaken. Its most dis*tincte 
ive features liy in the extensive scope and mass of thé work, and in the proolems 
of logistics ir. such 2 remote and isolated destination, When we got to Cairo the 
first job was to collect our equipment, transpert it and install it in Sinai, The 
first trip up to the monastery dezan on January 3 and we spent the first night in 
the Rest House at Abu Zncema on the Sinai coast, We traveled in three Dodgé Power 
Wagons, one of them constructed for a dark room with refrigerator for film; All 
were equiped with four fcrward gears, front-wheel drive and lowerange gear, 
special sand tires, and winch with cable, 





We transported cameras and generators, refrigerator for food, large stocks of meat, 
and vegetables and varieties of canned goods, There is no food store beyond Sudr 
(not far from’the Suez crossing) so it was necessary to establish our ow store+ 
house of food, Large quantities of gasoline had to be stocked at the monastery, 
at our Si nai camp en route, end as reserves in the traveling trucks, There is 
no service station beyond Ras Matarme, and much slow, grinding driving must be 
done up and back between visits tc the pump, Many tins and drums of gasoline 
were required for trucks and generators, as well as kerosene for lighting and 
heating and cooking, 
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Cairo was our base of opéerction, where personnel and convoy gathered and to which 
we returned at intervals, To say it was oniy 245 miles from Cairo to the Monaster; 
is to misrepresent the journey. J+ was always an over-night expedition, and we 
had our own base canp at Aou Rudais where one might enjoy a beautiful view on the 
Gulf of Suez before entering the Wady Sidr, It was always early morning when we 
started on the last five or six hours -f travel to St, Catherine's, Usually we 
‘lunched at the lovely Feiren Oasis, arriving at tne monastery in late aftermoon 

of the second day, We lived in the monastery, inside the old granite walls, They 
stand forty t« fifty feet high and about six feet thick, The redtangle enclosed 
is s about 285x245 feet, ermded with structures on a series of Ievels which 
require constant mounting or descending of steps, It is not possible here to make 
a descriptive tour, but going directly to our iiving and werking quarters we find 
a& massive recent building cgadinst the south wall, three storics high with large, 
high-ceilinged rooms, The new library, of fire-procf construction, is on the top 
level, in one end of this building; and in the otner end we instalied our equip- 
ment in a work room, a living~dining room, and kitchen, 
























There were from six to fifteen of us, at. various times, Mr, William B. Terry was 
the able Field Director, ond his wife the efficient business manager (both 
dividing-their timc between Sinai and Aden,) The ASOR Annual Professor was Editor 
in-Chicf, serving constantly throughout the project, He was responsible for 
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selection of menuscripts and order of photographing, and besides this general 
supervision his special assignm2nt was the Greek Collection, In this he was 
assisted by his wife, Adelaide Clark, who came. from Jerusalem on Jan, 8 and’ 
remained three months, -nd by Howard Kee (Fellow) who spent one month at St, 
Catherine's. The Arcbic manuscripts and Sirmans were edited by Professor Aziz 
Atiych of Farouk I University in Alexandria, and several assistants chosen by 
him, Professor Gerard Garitte of Louvain: University remained almost three 
months to do three of the smaller collecticns - Syriac, Gcorgian and Slavonic. 
Several others came from Egyrt for shorter periods on smaller tasks, including 
& succession of photogrtphers to assist Mr, Wade, The Prior, Father Jonuchin, 
and others of the monks willingly cooperated in the fast-moving activities of 
the project. Often several collections were active sirmltaneously, requiring 
many beskct-loads of manuscripts to be curried back snd forth, 


It needs to be expleined that this project is of a new type, Its immediate 
purpose is to bring %u ovhclirs everyehere a rich but remotc library of books, 
to which scholars carnct seacily some To nake these mmuscripts accessible 

in every librery ena study is tu accelerate research in the future a hundred 
times the rate in the past, To sit in Sinai surromicd by its old treasures 
presents the temptation to inculge ii. leisurely personal research, But’such a 
temptation must be resisted if the primary objective is to be achieved, To 
sacrifice one man's opportunity is to multiply that opportunity a thousand-fold 
for all, Our job at Sinai was to record on microfilm as much important research 
material as our limited time would permit, When that job is done, we have 
inaugurated a thousand investigations and every one will lcad the sooner to sever 
al more, In this respect it will be seen thxt our microfilming project is 
different, Lect it be observed further that this distinctive character demands a 
unique technique which, however, I shall not attempt to analyze here, 


The assignment at Sinai came to be widely known, As a result, there were many 

special’ requests for materials, They came from many institutions and scholars ir 
America, England, and the Continent. They ranged from one manuscript to hundreds 
They varied in intcrest ond purpose, but every request has been filled, These arc 
the more important because they represent research already in progress, and numer 
ous scholars are awaiting only the dey when this material becomes available to 

them, They need only to request the Library of Congress to send a film copy (at’ 
a small cost) and books thet were 5000 miles off, in the desert, will be at hand, 


The Sinai library contains 3400 manuscripts, and‘about half of these have been 
microfilmed, Two thirds of the library is Grcek, and of this collection almost 
half has been done. The second largest collection is Arabic (about 550) and 
again about half has bcen selected, The Syriac collection numbers 257, of which 
@ larger proportion has buen'done, Smcaltcr groups have been done completely - 
Georgian (89), Slavonic (40), Ethiopic (6), and one each of Armenian, Latin and 
Persian, 


All Biblical codices have been doné, except a group of lntce Psalters, Patristics 
and Lives nave had 2 high priority, Small secular groups inelude philosophy, 
classical epic and drama, lexicography, geography, history, mathematics, and 
musical theory, Litu rgiccl books in large number and of 211 types have been - 
done, although here we have come up to the fourteenth century only, Otherwise, 
everything has been included up to the seventeenth century, and many important 
items of later date have bcen selccted, We have photographed all dated manuscri 
through 1600, When we consider the ASOR project in Jerusalem to date, and the 
American Foundation project in Sinai, almost 2000 manuscripts in all categories 
and languages have been recorded conpletely on microfilm, In addition, well 
over 2000 miniatures have been photographed on 4x5 nogatives. Sinai collections 
of Arabic and Turkish firmans numbering about 1600 have been photographed, 
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Altogether, about 850,000 pages have been prepared for microfilming. When I left 


Sgypt on May 23, we were 700 monuscrivts ahcad of the cameras, but it wis expected 
that the photographers would stzy on for about three weeks to complete thesc. 


Mceny of these Sinai manuscripts were copicd on the spot by resident monks, Many 
more were brought as small privrt< livraries by monks who came to join the order. 
e whole region is redoient with holy desds and noly places, Crosses surmount 


a& dozen peaks surrounding tne monastery, and white chapels dot the horizon, We 
have clinbed to many of these neighis 


€¢, and have visited the peak of Gcbel Musa 
three times, (7500 fcet high). Trice we have taken the Longer trail to Gébel * 
Katerina, which sone heave enlled Sinai's highest mountain, (8600 feet high). Hore, 
tradition tells, the angels brought ths bedy of the martyred Saint Catherine, 


Now from the rugged inspirs*+ion of cinsi we hevre returned to the gentle slopes 
of Palestine, which arc svill gresia cna Tiorerec, Here we are making plans to 


resume through the summer rontas the microitimireg or more ancicnt manuscripts, 


in the Greek Patriarchal library, 


Kenncth Wi. Clark, Annual Professor, 





